We, the undersigned, of the Gustavus Adolphus College Community, would like to voice our concern about the growing problem of private money in politics.  We worry that our system is becoming one where politicians serve donors instead of voters.  Also, it seems that, increasingly, wealth decides who runs and who wins in our elections.  We do not feel that we are the only ones who are affected by the health of our democracy either – voter turnout is low, cynicism and apathy concerning politics is widespread (especially among young people), and many talented people are unable to run do to lack of money.  We would like our democracy back, please. 
In Arizona and Maine, steps have been taken to level the playing field once again.  Both states have made their elections more democratic by making full public funding available for serious candidates to run on.  We demand that action be taken to fix the growing threats to our democracy.
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