Preparing Ourselves for Education and Outreach
The following are some materials that you can use to get ready to tell people about Democracy Matters.
· First of all, I suggest that you find out as much about the issues as you can.  A great place to start is www.democracymatters.org.  There are lots of resources that can help you get started.  If you are interested in some of the statistics of the issue or just want to look up some scary and interesting facts I suggest you visit www.opensecrets.org.  Another great site is www.publiccampaign.org.  Also feel free to use me (Andy Twiton – my phone # is 7975 and my email is atwiton@gac.edu) as a resource.  If I don’t know I will be glad to help you track down a person who does.
· In this packet there is an example rap sheet from another DM group.  Feel free to use it but I also advise you to change it in anyway that you think would make it more effective.  I added some of my own thoughts to the rap sheet in italics.  The key to educating and reaching out to others is being prepared enough to answer their questions and to get them motivated to join our cause.
· If you need buttons or stickers or handouts to give out to people make sure that we line that up before hand.

· When we are tabling or canvassing it is important to reach out to as many people as possible so this means that if someone is not interested or if they only want to argue simply move on.  We’ll argue later for right now we are just getting the word out and getting people fired up.
· We have kind of a hard task – getting people excited and up in arms about campaign finance reform.  Because this is hard it is important that you tailor your message to whoever you are talking to.  i.e. If the person is an environmentalist tell them how Money in Politics affects their issue.

· Personally, I am going to try and stress how this is a battle that can be won.  It is hard to argue against pro-democracy reforms in America.  If a student is looking for that one way they can make a difference in American politics this year, Democracy Matters is a great place for them to be.  Not only will this organization be effective but pro-democracy reforms make other reforms that people want possible.  When politicians are accountable to voters, as opposed to donors, real change will happen.  As the slogan says: Change Elections. Change America. 
Democracy Matters
Rap Sheet   (model rap)

This rap sheet is intended for canvassing and talking to folks on and off campus. Feel free to change anything about it that you would like -- obviously everyone isn’t doing a petition drive, or holding a rally. People’s responses will vary as well, so be ready with answers to tough questions (see FAQs or Answering the Critics on the DM Website.) The biggest thing to remember is the formula which is: Who we are; The problem; The solution; and What they can do to help. When rapping, KNOW YOUR RAP, be quick but calm, don’t get pulled into a debate, if they aren’t interested move on! Good luck!

DM: Hi, my name is Shawn, I’m with a non-partisan organization here on campus called Democracy Matters, have you heard of us?

S: No

DM: That’s why I’m here; we’re working to get corporate influence out of politics and people back in. Is a democratic society important to you?

Here are some other questions I might ask: “Do you feel that money in politics corrupts our democracy or How do you feel about private money in politics or Do you ever feel like you don’t have the political power to make positive change in your government(follow-up: why) or Do you think our elections could be run better?
S: Well, yeah I guess

DM: You probably know that big special interests like Enron and Verizon, oil and tabacco companies gave over 90% of  campaign contributions in 2002. Politicians aren’t listening to citizens like you and me  -- they’re listening to the big businesses putting $2 billion a year into their pockets. Is this an issue that you care about?

Statistics could be good but make sure you tailor the stats you use to who you are talking to.  Just make sure that somewhere in this section that you somehow get the person to admit there is a problem with our elections.
S: $2 billion wow, yeah it sounds important

DM: Here’s how we can fix this. We need Clean Elections; with clean elections that are publicly financed citizens who want to run for office will be able to do so without being rich or dependent on special interests.  Those Clean candidates will refuse private money in order to serve us, the public. Did you know they already have a Clean Elections system in Arizona and Maine?

So after you get them to admit that there is a problem you then move onto tell them about the solution.
S: No, I didn’t. How can the public afford to pay for politicians campaigns?

DM: Well, I’m sure you know that large companies get billions of dollars a year in tax loopholes. If private influence wasn’t an issue those loopholes could close and that money would go to insuring that the public has a voice.

S: Cool

DM: Yeah, so today I’m out here trying to get people to sign this petition saying that they support clean elections and are concerned about the influence of private money in politics. Can you help me out with a signature?

Here you tell them what they can do to help.
S: Yeah, sure

DM: Awesome, here you go. It seems like you really care about democracy.  Oh one last thing before you go, Democracy Matters is having a rally (meeting, forum etc) to advocate for and inform people about Clean Elections this Saturday, can you come out and show your support?

S: Probably, I have to check my schedule

DM: Great, that would be so cool, just put your contact info on this card and I’ll remind you later in the week. You’ve been such a great help! Here’s a flyer with our website and some more info for you to pass on and I’ll see you Saturday.           

S: Thanks.
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So like I said make sure that you are ready to answer questions and to tailor your presentation in such a way that will get people excited about Fair and Clean Elections (FACE).

Make sure that you at least follow a somewhat similar format of the Rap above:

1st step: Who we are – Democracy Matters

2nd step: The problem – Private Money in Politics

3rd step: The solution – Fair and Clean Elections

4th step: What they can do to help – Petition, come to meetings, become a member, on and on
See if you can answer some of the following questions:

· What is Democracy Matters?

· What is the problem with Money in Politics?

· How do Fair and Clean Elections solve this problem?

· What are some of the ways that a person could get involved in solving this problem?

· Why should a college student care about FACE?

· Why should environmentalists care about money in politics?

· Why should women care about money in politics?
· Why should civil rights advocates care about money in politics?
· Why should consumers care about money in politics?
· Why should businesses care about money in politics?

· Why should conservatives care about money in politics?
· Why should working people care about money in politics?
· Why should taxpayers care about money in politics?

· Why should senior citizens care about money in politics?

· Why do YOU care about money in politics?  I think this is an important answer to think about and share with others.
ALL OF THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.democracymatters.org/ResearchCenter/FAQ
Also you should look at (if you have time):

http://www.democracymatters.org/StudentOrganizing/ResourceCenter/Summit2003/index.php 

Once on that site you will have to scroll down and look on the right side for a link entitled “Answering the Critics.”
