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Today's teens are tomorrow's leaders. Recently the nation has experienced a disconnect between young people’s political enthusiasm and their interest in affecting change. To spark interest and encourage youth participation in the political process, the Democratic National Convention Committee (DNCC) is proudly announcing two essay contests for young people across America: Speak Out for the Future for young adults and Gavel in the Future for younger middle school and high school students.  For more information on both contests, please visit www.democrats.org

Gavel in the Future

Before middle and high school students are faced with the next presidential election, the DNCC wants to engage them in the political process so the voices of America’s youth are heard.  

The DNCC is inviting middle school and high school students (ages 13-18) to compete for the opportunity to gavel open the 2004 Democratic National Convention taking place in Boston, Massachusetts next July 26-29.  To compete, students must write a short essay on how young people can use the political process to improve their communities. 

Two students will be selected to win, including one from Boston, Massachusetts.  The deadline for submissions is May 17, 2004.

Students must be age 13-18 before July 26, 2004, and must have parental permission before submitting an entry.  Essay must not exceed 300 words.

Speak Out for the Future

Today’s youth are passionate about issues in their communities and abroad.  Rather then using politics to make a difference, we find them volunteering at local food banks, shelters, and other community service projects.  A recent survey reveals that 61% of young adults participate in community service while only 32% voted in the last presidential election. *

The DNCC is inviting young adults (ages 18-24) from across the country to compete for the opportunity to speak during prime time coverage at the 2004 Democratic National Convention.  To compete, students must address why politics should be important to youth and how youth can get more involved in the political process. 

The deadline for submissions is May 17, 2004. Students must be age 18-24 before July 26, 2004.  Essay must not exceed 300 words.  

Contest Instructions

1. To submit your essay online, please visit: http://www.dems2004.org 

2. Include essay (300 words or less) on the following topics: How can young people use the political process to make their community a better place? (Gavel in the Future contest); or Why should politics be important to youth and how youth can get more involved in the political process? (Speak Out for the Future contest).
3. Submissions must be made by May 17, 2004. 

*To submit your entry by mail, please mail your name, address, e-mail address or phone number and date of birth along with your essay to: 

Essay Contest
c/o Democratic National Convention Committee 2004
53 State Street, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02109 

All submissions must be postmarked by May 17, 2004.
* Campus Kids: The New Swing Voter was conducted by Harvard University’s Institute of Politics (www.iop.harvard.edu) in conjunction with the opinion research firm, Schneiders/Della Volpe/Schulman in May 2003. The survey’s sample size was 1,201 college undergraduates.  It has a +/- 2.8 margin of error and a 95% confidence level.
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